
Fracking up the Earth....
5 Reasons why Fracking is Bad for You and the Environment

Fracking, or Hydraulic Fracturing, is a relatively
new mining technique (since 1949) to extract
natural gas or oil from shale rocks deep
underground. It involves drilling a deep well,
injecting a mix of water, sand and a recipe of toxic
chemicals at high pressure into the rocks, which
causes fissures thus releasing the natural gas/oil,
which is then contained as it escapes. It is hailed as
a saviour to the energy crisis, certainly in countries
like the USA, UK and Europe which have relied on
importing much of their oil and natural gas from
other countries.

But Fracking is highly controversial, and due to a plethora of negative impacts on human and 
animal health and the environment, we don't think it's the answer to the energy crisis as some 
claim. The top 5 reasons we think Fracking is unsound and unethical are:

Reason 1: Fracking Makes us Sick
Fumes from escaped gases, hazardous chemicals and contaminated/waste water, all from the 
Fracking process, have meant wide scale air and water pollution, and a range of sickness and ill 
health affects reported by both Fracking well workers and residents living nearby. Reported 
adverse health issues include headaches, dizziness, eye irritation, fatique, nausea, breathing 
difficulties, vomiting, hair loss and deaths of pets/farm animals. A 2011 report stated “when so 
many citizens across almost two dozen counties report similar complaints and symptoms 
associated with gas drilling, something is wrong” [EarthWorksAction.org]. Long term affects 
could well include cancer, neurological disorders including mental retardation, birth defects and
infertility, because of the nature of chemicals used in Fracking.

Reason 2: Fracking Kills Water
The Fracking industry will vehemently deny that any water supply has ever been contaminated 
through Fracking. And yet for every 1 million gallons of water and sand, they add approx 5000 
gallons of chemical additives (including known carcinogens and toxins), which are injected into 
Fracking wells. They will explain that Fracking happens so far below the surface and that the 
rocks aren't porous enough for any Fracking water to mix with natural aquifers, and yet the 
Fracking process routinely has approximately half of the water mixture rising back to the 
surface as waste water or “produced water”. As most water on this planet is interconnected, 
contaminated or 'dead' water can eventually lead to widespread water and sea pollution, acid 

rain and ultimately climate change. There are also many 
documented cases of residents near Fracking wells having 
unclean or toxic water supplies, including cases where 
Fracking companies have been fined for this and have been 
providing clean water supplies to residents, for example, in 
Dimock, Pennsylvania. 

Reason 3: Fracking and Natural Gas are not “Clean”
Some argue that using natural gas as a fuel is “greener” than 
our current fuels, especially versus coal burned to make 
electricity or petrol in cars. But we need to be careful with 
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what we're actually saying. Yes, natural gas, once we have access to it, might be “cleaner” 
compared to coal, because when burnt, it releases less gas into the atmosphere.

However there are so many destructive and dangerous environmental processes inherent in 
Fracking, in the process of extracting the natural gas, that we cannot possibly claim Fracking is 
better for the environment. For example, methane, the most common gas in natural gas, is 
known to escape into the air during Fracking (approximately 2%-17%), and methane “is 10 times
more powerful as a climate-altering agent, molecule per molecule, than carbon dioxide (CO2, the
most abundant greenhouse gas)” [HarvardMagazine.com]. What's more, the machinery and 
transport used in Fracking also need vast quantities of fossil fuels, usually diesel, to run.

Reason 4: Fracking Lies and Deception
Governments, government agencies and
corporations involved in Fracking almost always
support it wholeheartedly, underplaying all the
negative impacts. But this is in stark contrast to
people who live in Fracking regions and
environmentalists who monitor Fracking, who
claim the negatives are so bad, that they far
outweigh the positives. Both can't be right! There
are now lots of documented cases of contaminated
water, ill health in humans and animals, pollution,
and environmental degradation as a direct result of
Fracking. So who's lying? Simply follow the money: ask yourself “Who will gain more from 
Fracking?”, and you've got your answer. And if those doing or involved with Fracking are lying 
about it, then it's obvious there's something very wrong going on here.

What's more, France, Bulgaria and Germany have banned Fracking because they've considered 
“the known environmental impacts of Fracking (huge numbers of lorry movements, massive 
water use), the risks (of spills and contamination of underground water supplies), and their 
obligation and critical need to reduce carbon emissions, and chosen to say 'no'” [Guardian.com].

Reason 5: Fracking's Future is Dirty
The current method employed in Fracking uses longer, thinner wells which go down to around 
2.5km underground, and then 1,000-3,000m across. But a new technique, which may offer 
more sustainability for wells and much more efficient production, encourages wider, shorter 
wells, nearer the surface, and needs more water and sand. Many current Fracking wells are 
turning out to be less sustainable and profitable than originally thought (the so-called “Red 
Queen” phenomenon), so any new methods that promise bigger profits are going to be sought 

out. “In the next five years, everybody is going to be doing this 
[new shallower Fracking technique],” wrote Michael Filloon at 
SeekingAlpha.com [OilandGas-Investments.com]. Which is 
extremely worrying because it suggests there's even more 
chance of pollutants, adverse health affects and water 
contamination, because Fracking will occur closer to us!

In addition, Fracking shale gas has a short lifespan (estimates 
are that underground natural gas supplies will last anything 
from 5-100 years, although lower estimates are more common 
nowadays). Which means, as natural gas supplies dwindle, and 

profits fall, consumer prices can only go one way, and that's up. So much for cheaper energy!
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So what's the answer? 

Not Fracking! We (and we're not the only ones) think governments, corporations and scientists 
should be looking for more sustainable, more environment-friendly energy alternatives NOW, 
not getting distracted by the quick buck offered from Fracking at the expense of our future on 
Earth.

This article was brought to you by DrunemetonTrust.net.
We are a community-minded group who strive for changing the world for the better.

Fracking up the Earth....5 Reasons why Fracking is Bad for You and the Environment © DrunemetonTrust.net – Part of our Keep It 
Simple Series. For entertainment and educational purposes only. Please do your own research. All Rights Reserved. Errors and Omissions Excepted. 3

Sources and Further Reading:

 http://breakingenergy.com/2013/08/06/how-much-does-a-shale-gas-well-cost-it-depends/ (BreakingEnergy.com, 'How Much 
Does a Shale Gas Well Cost? ‘It Depends’', August 2013).

 http://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/energy-and-waste/shale-gas/the-issues?gclid=CLGD_426irwCFSTkwgodRjMARg 
(Campaign to Protect Rural England, 'Debate on fracking must proceed with caution to protect our countryside', and 'Fracking 
Explained', November 2013).

 http://climateandcapitalism.com/2013/10/29/fracking-cheap-safe/ (ClimateAndCapitalism.com, 'Fracking: not cheap, not safe, 
not welcome', October 2013).

 http://www.dangersoffracking.com/ (DangersOfFracking.com, an interactive graphic of the Fracking process, accessed January 
2014).

 http://www.earthyreport.com/site/air-pollution-from-fracking-sites-linked-to-health-risks/ (EarthlyReport.com, 'Air Pollution 
From Fracking Sites Linked to Health Risks', March 2012). 

 Http://www.earthworksaction.org/files/publications/flowback-txogap-healthreport-lowres.pdf (EarthWorksAction.org, 'How 
the texas natural gas boom affects health and safety', April 2011).

 http://www.eco-info.net/shale-gas-reserves.html (Eco-Info.net, 'Truth and myth about shale gas reserves', accessed January 
2014)

 http://www.environmentamerica.org/reports/ame/costs-fracking (EnvironmentAmerica.org, 'The Cost of Fracking', September 
2012).

 http://thefern.org/2012/11/livestock-falling-ill-in-fracking-regions-raising-concerns-about-food/ (Food and Environment 
Reporting Network, 'Livestock Falling Ill in Fracking Regions, Raising Concerns About Food', November 2012).

 http://fracfocus.org/chemical-use/what-chemicals-are-used (FracFocus.org, 'What Chemicals Are Used', accessed January 
2014).

 http://harvardmagazine.com/2013/01/frackings-future (HarvardMagazine.com, 'Fracking's Future', January-February 2013).

 http://www.hngn.com/articles/19770/20131217/fracking-chemicals-linked-to-infertility-cancer-and-birth-defects.htm 
(HNGN.com, 'Fracking Chemicals Linked to Infertility, Cancer and Birth Defects', December 2013).

 http://www.nature.com/news/air-sampling-reveals-high-emissions-from-gas-field-1.9982 (Nature.com, 'Air sampling reveals 
high emissions from gas field', February 2012).

 http://oilandgas-investments.com/2013/oil-prices/fracking-technique-oil-sector/ (OilandGas-Investments.com, 'A Simple New 
Fracking Technique that Could Revolutionize the Oil Sector', November 2013).

 http://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/tag/dimock/ (StateImpact.NPR.org, 'Dimock, PA: "Ground Zero" In The Fight Over 
Fracking', July 2012).

 http://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2014/jan/13/fracking-bribes-high-energy-prices (TheGuardian.com, 'Fracking
bribes will tie us [UK] into a future of high energy prices', January 2014).

 http://youtu.be/96AEzQYangE (YouTube.com, 'Gasland' - a movie by Josh Fox, 2010)

Picture Credits:

 http://www.earthlyissues.com/gasdrill.htm (EarthlyIssues.com picture: 'A Chesapeake Energy natural-gas well site near 
Burlington, Pa').

 http://harvardmagazine.com/2013/01/frackings-future#article-images via http://funnelinc.com/ (FunnelInc.com diagram: 
'Drilling for Natural Gas').

 http://slowdownfracking.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/landscape1.jpg (Slow Down Fracking in Athens County picture: 'Jonah 
field in Wyoming').

 http://www.hngn.com/articles/19770/20131217/fracking-chemicals-linked-to-infertility-cancer-and-birth-defects.htm 
(HNGN.com picture: 'Fracking wastewater site').

http://breakingenergy.com/2013/08/06/how-much-does-a-shale-gas-well-cost-it-depends/
http://youtu.be/96AEzQYangE
http://drunemetontrust.net/
http://www.hngn.com/articles/19770/20131217/fracking-chemicals-linked-to-infertility-cancer-and-birth-defects.htm
http://slowdownfracking.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/landscape1.jpg
http://harvardmagazine.com/2013/01/frackings-future#article-images
http://www.earthlyissues.com/gasdrill.htm
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2014/jan/13/fracking-bribes-high-energy-prices
http://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/tag/dimock/
http://oilandgas-investments.com/2013/oil-prices/fracking-technique-oil-sector/
http://www.nature.com/news/air-sampling-reveals-high-emissions-from-gas-field-1.9982
http://www.hngn.com/articles/19770/20131217/fracking-chemicals-linked-to-infertility-cancer-and-birth-defects.htm
http://harvardmagazine.com/2013/01/frackings-future
http://fracfocus.org/chemical-use/what-chemicals-are-used
http://thefern.org/2012/11/livestock-falling-ill-in-fracking-regions-raising-concerns-about-food/
http://www.environmentamerica.org/reports/ame/costs-fracking
http://www.eco-info.net/shale-gas-reserves.html
http://www.earthworksaction.org/files/publications/FLOWBACK-TXOGAP-HealthReport-lowres.pdf
http://www.earthyreport.com/site/air-pollution-from-fracking-sites-linked-to-health-risks/
http://www.dangersoffracking.com/
http://climateandcapitalism.com/2013/10/29/fracking-cheap-safe/
http://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/energy-and-waste/shale-gas/the-issues?gclid=CLGD_426irwCFSTkwgodRjMARg
http://funnelinc.com/

